CHAPTER XII!

LOAN OF AN ASSASSIN

NAHUM TOMALEVSKY, who brought Pavelitch and
Perchets from Vienna to Sofia in 1929, revolted against
the authority of his chief, Ivan Michailof. He was an
important figure in the movement for the liberation of
Macedonia and must have been in possession of many
secrets. He was by profession a journalist, which meant it
was to his interest to store information about everyone
who crossed his path on the Balkan scene, He was
specially well-informed concerning the foreign con-
nections of the Macedonian Revolutionary Committee
and he knew to what extent Pavelitch and Perchets were
compromised by the financial support of Italy. He
understood the Habsburg monarchist intrigue and the
political aspirations of various highly-placed function-
aries in Budapest. Possibly his knowledge was more
dangerous to himself than to others. He was "the
man who knew too much" in Sofia, and must be killed-
Vlada the Chauffeur, who has been described as the
executioner for Michailof s band, was deputed to shoot
him.

In May, 1931, the man who afterwards assassinated
King Alexander and M. Barthou shot Nahum Tomalevsky
like a dog outside his own home. It was an open and
shameless murder, Vlada the Chauffeur was arrested
but bore himself with assurance. He had such powerful
protection that he believed no one dare punish him for
the crime. But he was, nevertheless, tried and condemned
to life imprisonment. In prison he knew that there
were those outside the prison walls who were working
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